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(57) ABSTRACT

An electric four wheel drive system of a dual clutch type
includes dual clutches selectively preventing power from
being transmitted to both driving wheels from a motor. A
motor housing is mounted on the motor and a hydraulic valve
assembly mounted on the motor housing providing operating
hydraulic pressure to the dual clutches. The hydraulic valve
assembly controls the dual clutches using the hydraulic pres-
sure generated by a hydraulic pressure generator of a regen-
erative braking system.

9 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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ELECTRIC FOUR WHEEL DRIVE SYSTEM
OF DUAL CLUTCH TYPE FOR PROVIDING
TORQUE VECTORING AND CONTROL
METHOD OF THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of priority to Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2013-0032190 filed in the Korean
Intellectual Property Office on Mar. 26, 2013, the entire con-
tents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to an electric four wheel
drive system. More particularly, the present disclosure relates
to an electric four wheel drive system of a dual clutch type for
providing torque vectoring and a control method of the same.

BACKGROUND

An electric four wheel drive (e-4WD) system can achieve
both of a 4WD function and a hybrid electric vehicle (HEV)
function by driving the rear wheels of a front-engine in a
front-wheel drive vehicle.

Vehicles equipped with an electric four wheel drive system
have an engine and a transmission connected to the front
wheels. The electric four wheel drive vehicles have a power
generator which charges a high-voltage battery using the
mechanical energy from the engine.

A motor and a reduction gear, that are driven by electrical
energy, are connected to the rear wheels, and the output from
the motor and the reduction gear can be transmitted to the rear
wheels.

In a regenerative braking mode, braking and inertia energy
can be recovered by the motor, and the high-voltage battery
can be charged by the recovered energy.

As a type of the electric four wheel drive system, there is a
dual clutch type equipped with a dual clutch selectively pre-
venting power transmitted to the rear wheels from the driving
elements of the reduction gear and the motor.

An electric four wheel drive system of the dual clutch type
includes power transmission mechanisms at both sides of a
drive shaft of a hollow motor and multi-plate clutches selec-
tively connecting driving elements with the rear wheels.

The electric four wheel drive system of the dual clutch type
can selectively connect the driving elements with the rear
wheels by means of the multi-plate clutches and can achieve
torque vectoring that actively distributes driving torque to the
rear wheels.

The electric four wheel drive system of the dual clutch type
is equipped with hydraulic pressure generators that operate
the multi-plate clutches, respectively, in order to achieve
torque vectoring. The hydraulic pressure generator includes a
hydraulic pump disposed in a housing and generating hydrau-
lic pressure, a hydraulic motor providing a driving force to the
hydraulic pump, and hydraulic valves and hydraulic lines for
supplying the hydraulic pressure to the clutches, respectively.

The electric four wheel drive system of the dual clutch type
can control the hydraulic pressure generator in accordance
with a torque vectoring duty calculated on the basis of con-
ditions such as understeer and oversteer.

According to the related art, the electric four wheel drive
system of an dual clutch type can distribute the torque of the
driving elements to one of the rear wheels by controlling the
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multi-plate clutches by means of the hydraulic pressure gen-
erator in accordance with traveling conditions of the vehicle.

However, since the electric four wheel drive system of the
dual clutch type includes the pump housing, the hydraulic
pump, the motor, the valve housing, and the hydraulic valves,
which are components of the hydraulic pressure generator for
driving the multi-plate clutches, it is disadvantageous in
terms of the entire weight, cost, size, fuel efficiency. In addi-
tion, the structure is complicated.

The above information disclosed in this Background sec-
tion is only for enhancement of understanding of the back-
ground of the disclosure and, therefore, it may contain infor-
mation that does not form the prior art that is already known
in this country to a person of ordinary skill in the art.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides an electric four wheel
drive system of a dual clutch type having advantages of being
able to simplify a configuration of a hydraulic pressure gen-
erator that operates dual clutches, and a control method of the
system. According to exemplary embodiments of the present
disclosure, an electric four wheel drive system of a dual clutch
type can simplify the configuration of the hydraulic pressure
generator that operates the dual clutches to achieve torque
vectoring.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure, an
electric four wheel drive system of a dual clutch type includes
dual clutches selectively preventing power transmitted to
both driving wheels from a motor. The system may include a
motor housing mounted on the motor and a hydraulic valve
assembly mounted on the motor housing and providing an
operating hydraulic pressure to the dual clutches. The hydrau-
lic valve assembly may control the dual clutches, using the
hydraulic pressure generated by a hydraulic pressure genera-
tor of a regenerative braking system.

The hydraulic pressure generator and the hydraulic valve
assembly may be connected by a connection line.

The hydraulic valve assembly may be connected with a
hydraulic booster of the hydraulic pressure generator by the
connection line.

Thehydraulic valve assembly may be connected to the dual
clutches by hydraulic lines.

The hydraulic valve assembly may include a valve housing
mounted at the motor housing and a valve body disposed in
the valve housing and connected with the connection line and
the hydraulic lines.

The electric four wheel drive system may provide the oper-
ating hydraulic pressure to the dual clutches by means of the
hydraulic pressure generator and the hydraulic valve assem-
bly and may achieve torque vectoring for the rear wheels.

The system may further include a controller separately
controlling the dual clutches in accordance with a torque
vectoring duty calculated on the basis of traveling conditions
of a vehicle.

According to another exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure, a control method of an electric four wheel
drive system of a dual clutch type includes dual clutches
selectively preventing power from being transmitted to both
driving wheels from a motor. The method may include (a)
sensing traveling conditions of a vehicle, (b) calculating a
torque vectoring duty for both rear wheels in accordance with
the traveling conditions of the vehicle, and (c) supplying an
operating hydraulic pressure, which is generated and stored
by a hydraulic pressure generator of a regenerative braking
system, to any one of the dual clutches by supplying an
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electric signal to a hydraulic valve assembly in accordance
with the torque vectoring duty.

The traveling conditions in step (a) may include the vehicle
speed, steering angle, yaw rate, steering torque, lateral accel-
eration, and accelerator pedal position.

Instep (¢), aconnection line connecting the hydraulic valve
assembly and the hydraulic pressure generator with each
other may be opened, and any one of hydraulic lines connect-
ing the hydraulic valve assembly and the dual clutches may be
opened.

In step (b), the torque vectoring duty may be made in the
form of a map in accordance with the magnitude of steering
angle and yaw rate traveling conditions of a vehicle.

According to exemplary embodiments of the present dis-
closure, it is possible to achieve torque vectoring of the rear
wheels according to a behavior of the vehicle, using the
operating hydraulic pressure of the regenerative braking sys-
tem, such that it is advantageous in terms of the weight,
manufacturing cost, size of the entire system, and the fuel
efficiency of the vehicle, and thus the structure for controlling
torque vectoring is simplified.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings are provided for reference in describing
exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure, and the
spirit of the present disclosure should not be construed only
by the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematically showing an elec-
tric four wheel drive system of a dual clutch type according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a control method of an
electric four wheel drive system of a dual clutch type accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a graph showing the relationship of a steering
angle, yaw rate, and a torque vectoring duty to illustrate the
control method of an electric four wheel drive system of a
dual clutch type according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, the present disclosure will be described more
fully with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
exemplary embodiments of the disclosure are shown. As
those skilled in the art would realize, the described embodi-
ments may be modified in various different ways, all without
departing from the spirit or scope of the present disclosure.

The unrelated parts to the description of the exemplary
embodiments are not shown to make the description clear and
like reference numerals designate like element throughout the
specification.

Further, the sizes and thicknesses of the configurations
shown in the drawings are provided selectively for the con-
venience of description, so that the present disclosure is not
limited to those shown in the drawings, and the thicknesses
are exaggerated to make some parts and regions clear.
Further, the terms, ““ . . . unit”, . . . mechanism”, “ . ..
portion”, “ . . . member” etc. used herein mean the unit of
inclusive components performing at least one or more func-
tions or operations.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematically showing an elec-
tric four wheel drive system of a dual clutch type according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 1, an electric four wheel drive system 100
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
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sure can be used for a vehicle that drives front wheels with
torque from an engine and drives rear wheels 3 with torque
from a motor 1.

That is, the electric four wheel drive system 100 can be
used for environmentally-friendly vehicles that use the torque
from the engine as a main power and the torque from the
motor 1 driven by electrical energy as an auxiliary power.

The vehicles equipped with the electric four wheel drive
system 100 have a power generator, which converts mechani-
cal energy of the engine installed adjacent the front wheels
into electrical energy.

The electric four wheel drive system 100 can drive the left
and right rear wheels 3 with the torque from the motor 1 in
front wheel engine drive vehicles thereby ensuring traction on
a slippery road.

Further, the electric four wheel drive system 100 can
reduce the weight of the vehicle and minimize power loss
when traveling by removing a propeller shaft.

For example, the electric four wheel drive system 100
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
sure may be an in-line type that uses one motor 1 and trans-
mits the torque from the motor 1 to the left and right rear
wheels 3.

The electric four wheel drive system 100 includes the hol-
low motor 1 and power transmission mechanisms 5 con-
nected to both sides of a driving shaft of the motor 1. The
motor 1 includes a motor housing 2, and the power transmis-
sion mechanism 5 may include a known reduction or differ-
ential gear.

Further, the electric four wheel drive system 100 includes
dual clutches 7 selectively engaging or disengaging driving
elements 6 of the power transmission mechanisms 5 and
driven elements 4 of the rear wheels 3.

The dual clutches 7 are disposed at the left and right sides
of the motor 1, respectively, and each may include a multi-
plate clutch operated by an operating hydraulic pressure. The
dual clutches 7 can selectively prevent the power from being
transmitted to the driven elements 4 of the rear wheels 3 from
the driving wheels 6 of the power transmission mechanisms 5.

That is, the dual clutches 7 can connect (engage) the driv-
ing elements 6 of the power transmission mechanisms 5 and
the driven elements 4 of the rear wheels 3 with each other and
transmit the power supplied to the driving elements 6 from the
motor 1 to the driven elements 4, under an acceleration con-
dition and a regenerative braking condition.

The dual clutches 7 can further disconnect the driving
elements 6 of the power transmission mechanisms 5 and the
driven elements 4 of the rear wheels 3 from each other and can
prevent the power from being transmitted to the driven ele-
ments 4 from the driving elements 6, under an acceleration
and a deceleration condition at a reference speed or higher.

The electric four wheel drive system 100 according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure equipped
with the dual clutches 7 is generally called an electric four
wheel drive system of a dual clutch type in the related art.

Since the electric four wheel drive system of a dual clutch
type 100 according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure can selectively connect or disconnect the
driving elements 6 by means of the dual clutches 7, the system
achieves torque vectoring that actively distributes the driving
torque of the driving elements 6 to the driven elements 4 of the
rear wheels 3.

In the electric four wheel drive system 100, the combined
structure of the motor 1 and the power transmission mecha-
nism 5, the configuration of the dual clutches 7, and the
structure of the dual clutches 7 have been known in the art and
the detailed description is not provided herein.
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The electric four wheel drive system of a dual clutch type
100 according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure can operate the dual clutches 7 with a simple
configuration for achieving torque vectoring for the rear
wheels 3.

The electric four wheel drive system of a dual clutch type

100 according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure includes a hydraulic valve assembly 10 disposed in
the motor housing 2 and a controller 50 controlling the dual
clutches 7.
The hydraulic valve assembly 10 supplies a substantial
amount of operating hydraulic pressure to the dual clutches 7
to achieve torque vectoring for the rear wheels 3 through the
dual clutches 7. That is, the hydraulic valve assembly 10 can
supply the operating hydraulic pressure to any one of the dual
clutches 7 in accordance with a torque vectoring duty calcu-
lated on the basis of the traveling conditions of the vehicle.

The steps for calculating a torque vectoring duty according
to the traveling of a vehicle and for supplying the operating
hydraulic pressure relating to the torque vectoring duty will
be described in more detail below.

The hydraulic valve assembly 10 includes a valve housing
11 disposed on the motor housing 2 and a valve body 13
disposed in the valve housing 11. The valve body 13 may
include a 3-way solenoid valve. The valve body 13 may be
connected to the dual clutches 7 through hydraulic lines 15.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure, the
hydraulic valve assembly 10 may be connected with a
hydraulic pressure generator 31 in a regenerative braking
system 30 of a vehicle to supply the operating hydraulic
pressure to the dual clutches 7.

The regenerative braking system 30 absorbs regenerative
braking torque, generates a regenerative braking force using
the power generator described above, except a braking force
by the hydraulic pressure, and stores electric energy gener-
ated by the power generator in a battery.

The regenerative braking system 30 can apply the hydrau-
lic pressure of maximum 150~200 bar to a wheel brake and
maintain stable braking of the vehicle.

The regenerative braking system 30 includes the hydraulic
pressure generator 31 that generates and stores hydraulic
pressure. The hydraulic pressure generator 31 includes a
hydraulic booster 33 that generates and stores a high hydrau-
lic pressure by means of a pump, a motor, an accumulator, etc.

The regenerative braking system 30 is a regenerative brak-
ing system known to those skilled in the art, and thus the
detailed description is omitted herein.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure, the
hydraulic pressure generated and stored in the hydraulic pres-
sure generator 31 of the regenerative braking system 30 may
be used as the operating hydraulic pressure of the dual
clutches 7 for achieving torque vectoring.

The hydraulic valve assembly 10 according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present disclosure is connected with
the hydraulic pressure generator 31. The valve body 13 of the
hydraulic valve assembly 10 may be connected with the
hydraulic booster 33 of the hydraulic pressure generator 31
through a connection line 41.

Therefore, the electric four wheel drive system of a dual
clutch type 100 according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure can provide the hydraulic pressure to the
dual clutches 7, by the hydraulic pressure generator 31 and
the hydraulic valve assembly 10, and achieve torque vector-
ing for the rear wheels 3.

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure, the controller 50 controls the electric four wheel
driving system 100 and can further control the hydraulic valve
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6

assembly 10 and the dual clutches 7 in accordance with the
torque vectoring duty calculated on the basis of traveling
conditions of the vehicle.

The control method of the electric four wheel driving sys-
tem 100 according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure is described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a control method of an
electric four wheel drive system of a dual clutch type accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure, to
achieve torque vectoring for the rear wheels 3 when the
vehicle travels, the driving elements 6 of the power transmis-
sionmechanism 5 and the driven elements 4 of the rear wheels
3 are not connected through the dual clutches 7.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the traveling conditions of the
vehicle are sensed as described above in an exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure (S11).

In S11, sensors, which are mounted in the vehicle, sense
the vehicle speed, steering angle, yaw rate, steering torque,
lateral acceleration, and accelerator pedal position, and out-
put the sensed signals to the controller 50.

Then, the controller 50 determines whether there are
understeer and oversteer, or slipping due to the driver’s inten-
tion of steering and accelerating while the vehicle travels
(S12).

Understeer and oversteer behavior or slipping due to the
driver’s intention of steering and accelerating while the
vehicle travels may be defined hereafter as the traveling con-
ditions.

When it is determined that a torque vectoring condition
was generated in S12, a torque vectoring duty for the rear
wheels 3 is calculated using a vectoring duty map in an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure (S13).

For example, the torque vectoring duty for the rear wheels
3 may be made in the form of a map in accordance with the
magnitude of the steering angle and yaw rate, as shown in
FIG. 3.

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure, the operating hydraulic pressure is generated and
stored in the hydraulic pressure generator 31 of the regenera-
tive braking system 30 by supplying an electric signal to the
hydraulic valve assembly 10 in accordance with the torque
vectoring duty supplied to any one of the dual clutches 7
(S14).

In S14, the connection line 41 connecting the valve body 13
of'the hydraulic valve assembly 10 and the hydraulic booster
33 of the hydraulic pressure generator 31 with each other is
opened, and any one of the hydraulic lines 15 connecting the
valve body 31 with the dual clutches 7 is opened.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure, the
operating hydraulic pressure stored in the hydraulic pressure
generator 31 is supplied to any one of the dual clutches 7
through the connection line 41 and the hydraulic lines 15 by
the hydraulic valve assembly 10, thereby operating the cor-
responding clutch.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention,
torque vectoring for the rear wheels 3 can be controlled on the
basis of the torque vectoring duty according to the traveling
conditions of the vehicle (S15 and S16). Therefore, it is
possible to achieve the torque vectoring for actively distrib-
uting the driving torque of the driving elements 6 to the driven
elements of the rear wheels 3 by selectively connecting the
driving elements 6 and the driven elements 4 of the rear
wheels with each other through the dual clutches 7.

For example, in understeering behavior of the vehicle
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
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sure, the vehicle reaction time can be improved by driving the
outer wheel (right rear wheel) in turning, on the basis of the
torque vectoring duty through torque vectoring (S15).

In this process, the operating hydraulic pressure generated
and stored in the hydraulic pressure generator 31 of the regen-
erative braking system 30 is transferred to the clutch 7 of the
outer wheel through the hydraulic valve assembly 10 when
turning, such that the driving element 6 and the driven ele-
ment 4 of the outer wheel are connected.

In the oversteer behavior of the vehicle according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure, stability of
the vehicle in turning can be improved by driving the inner
wheel (left rear wheel) in turning on the basis of the torque
vectoring duty through torque vectoring (S16).

In this process, the operating hydraulic pressure generated
and stored in the hydraulic pressure generator 31 of the regen-
erative braking system 30 is transferred to the clutch 7 of the
inner wheel through the hydraulic valve assembly 10 when
turning, such that the driving element 6 and the driven ele-
ment 4 of the inner wheel are connected.

When the amount of slip of the inner wheel and the outer
wheel are different when the vehicle travels, it is possible to
reduce the amount of slip of the vehicle or improve the trav-
eling performance by a torque vectoring control on the rear
wheels 3, as described above.

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure, since the dual clutches 7 are operated by the
operating hydraulic pressure generated and stored in the
hydraulic pressure generator 31 of the regenerative braking
system 30, as described above, the torque vectoring for the
rear wheels 3 can be controlled.

According to the electric four wheel drive system of the
dual clutch type 100 of an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure, it is possible to achieve torque vectoring of
the rear wheels 3 according to the behavior of a vehicle using
the operating hydraulic pressure of the regenerative braking
system 30. Therefore, it is advantageous in terms of the
weight, manufacturing cost, size of the entire system, and the
fuel efficiency of a vehicle. In addition, the structure for
controlling torque vectoring is simplified.

While this inventive concept has been described in connec-
tion with what is presently considered to be practical exem-
plary embodiments, it is to be understood that the inventive
concept is not limited to the disclosed embodiments, but, on
the contrary, is intended to cover various modifications and
equivalent arrangements included within the spirit and scope
of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An electric four wheel drive system, which includes dual
clutches selectively preventing power from being transmitted
to rear wheels from a motor, the system comprising:

a motor housing mounted on the motor;

a hydraulic valve assembly mounted on the motor housing

and providing an operating hydraulic pressure to the
dual clutches; and
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a controller separately controlling the dual clutches in
accordance with a torque vectoring duty calculated
based on traveling conditions of a vehicle,

wherein the hydraulic valve assembly controls the dual
clutches, using hydraulic pressure generated by a
hydraulic pressure generator of a regenerative braking
system,

wherein the hydraulic pressure generator and the hydraulic
valve assembly are connected by a connection line, and

wherein the electric four wheel drive system provides the
operating hydraulic pressure to the dual clutches by
means of the hydraulic pressure generator and the
hydraulic valve assembly and achieves torque vectoring
for the rear wheels.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the hydraulic valve
assembly is connected with a hydraulic booster of the hydrau-
lic pressure generator by the connection line.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the hydraulic pressure
generator includes the hydraulic booster.

4. The system of claim 2, wherein the hydraulic valve
assembly is directly connected to the hydraulic booster of the
hydraulic pressure generator by the connection line.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the hydraulic valve
assembly is connected to the dual clutches by hydraulic lines.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the hydraulic valve
assembly includes a valve housing mounted at the motor
housing and a valve body disposed in the valve housing and
connected with the connection line and the hydraulic lines.

7. A control method of an electric four wheel drive system
including dual clutches selectively preventing power from
being transmitted to rear wheels from a motor, the method
comprising:

sensing traveling conditions of a vehicle;

calculating a torque vectoring duty for both rear wheels in
accordance with the traveling conditions of the vehicle;
and

supplying an operating hydraulic pressure, which is gen-
erated and stored by a hydraulic pressure generator of a
regenerative braking system, to any one of the dual
clutches by supplying an electric signal to a hydraulic
valve assembly mounted on a housing of the motor in
accordance with the torque vectoring duty,

wherein the step of supplying the operating hydraulic pres-
sure includes opening a connection line connecting the
hydraulic valve assembly to the hydraulic pressure gen-
erator and opening at least one of hydraulic lines con-
necting the hydraulic valve assembly and the dual
clutches.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the traveling conditions
include vehicle speed, steering angle, yaw rate, steering
torque, lateral acceleration, and accelerator pedal position.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein in the step of calculating
of'the torque vectoring duty, the torque vectoring duty is made
in the form of a map in accordance with a magnitude of
steering angle and yaw rate traveling conditions of the
vehicle.



